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Fdink. 20. Juli 1649. Anteweridiem,Sefl,XIX. 
Ac concerning the receiving of Enga- 
gers 1n the late unlawfull V Var a- 
gainſt England, to publick Satis- 
faction, 


"2-5, H E Generall Aſſembly conſidering 
2 Ra what great offence againſt God, and 

2>»g Scandal to his People at home and a- 
#72 broad,hath ariſen from the late unlaw- 

N A full Engagement in War againſt Eng- * 

RMS land, whereby contrary to the Law:of 

God and of Nations, contrary to the 
' Solemn League and Covenaat, contrary to the Petiti- 
ons of almoſt the whole Kingdom, contrary to the De- 
clarations of the Judicatories of this Kirk, contrary to 
the Proteſtations of a connderable part of the Parlia- 
ment, contrary to the frequent and clear Warnings of 
the Servants of God in his name, not onely an Aſſoci- 
ation in Counſels and Armes was made with Malignanc 
perſons, who had formerly ſhewn their diſ-afteion to 
the Covenant and Caule,butan invaſion of the Neigh- 
bour Nation was proſecuted ; from whence flowed the 
oppreſsion of the perſons, eſtates and. conſciences of 
many of the People of God in this Land, the ſhedding 
of the þlood of {ome, the loſs and d1ſhonour of this 


Nation, and ſevergll other inconveniences: And con- 
KA'# Nation, 
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fidering that the Commiſsioners of the laſt Generall 
Aſſem bly have acquitthemſelves faithfully,in ordaining 
to be ſuſpended from the renewing of the Covenant 
and from the Ordinance of the Lords Supper, ſuch as 
are deſigned in their Acts of date the 6. of October and 
4. of December laſt, referring the further conſideration 
and cenſure of the perſons foreſaid to this preſent Gene- 
rall Aſſembly : Therefore the Generall Aflembly for re- 
moving of ſuch offences, and for prevention of the like 
in time coming, and for reſtoring of ſuch as are truly 
humbled, do Declare and Af point, | 

I. That all thoſe who have ho guilty and cenſured as 
aforeſaid, and withal, do not by their addrefles to Kirk 
Judicatories teſtifie their diſlike thereof, and give evi- 
dences of their Repentance therefore, That theſe be pro- 
ceſled, and continuing obſtinare, be excommunicated ; 
Butif with all they goon in promoving Malignant De- 
fignes,thar they be forthwith Excommunicated: As alſo 
thar all ſuch perſons guilty as aforeſaid, who after Pro- 
feſsion of their Repentance ſhall yer again hereafter re- 
lapſe co the promoting any Malignant Deſfigne, that 
theſe be likewiſe-forthwith excommunicated. 

IT. That alltheſe who have been guilty and cenſured 
aSatoreſaid,and defire to teſtifie their Repentance and to 
be admitted to the Covenant and Communion , ſhall 
beſides any Confeſſion in publick beforethe Congrega- 
tion ſubſcribe the Declaration, hereto ſubjoyned, of 
their unfained deteſtation and renunciation of that 
Engagement , and all other Malignant courſes con- 
{es contrary to the Covenant and Cauſe, Promiſing to 
Keep themſelves from ſuch ways in time coming,and ac- 
knowledging that if they ſhall again fall into ſuch de- 
teRion thereafter, they may juſtly be accompred perfi- 
dious backſliders, and breakers of the Covenant _ 
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Oath of God, and proceeded againſt with the higheſt 
Cenſures of the Kirk. 

III. That of theſe who have been guilty and cenſured 
as aforeſaid, and defire now toteſtifie their Repentance, 
Whoſloever were formerly joyned in Armes or Coun- 
ſell with Fames Graham in his Rebellion, or who. were 
Generall perſons or Colonels in the late unlawful En- 
gagement, Or who wentto Ireland to bring over Forces 
for thateffe&, Or who have bcen eminently active in 
contriving of, or {educing unto the ſaid Engagement, 
Or whoſoever above the degreeof a Lieutenant Com- 
manded theſe parties, that in promoving of the ends of 
the ſaid Engagement ſhed blood within the Kingdom, 
cither before that Armie of Engagers went to England, 
or after their returne, Or who above the degree fore. 
ſaid Commanded. in the late Rebellion in the North . 
That none of theſe be admitted or received to give ſatis- 
faction, but by the Generall Aſſembly or their Com- 
miſsioners, 

IV. Thar all chereſt of theſe who have been guiley, 
or cenſured as aforeſaid, may be received by the Presby- 
reries where they reſide. | | 

V. Thar all who have been guilty as aforeſaid, be. 
fore their receiving tothe Covenant, ſhall make a So. 
lemn publick Acknowledgement in ſuch manner, and 
before ſuch Congregations as the Commilsion of the 
Generall Aſſembly or Presbyteries reſpective ſhall pre- 
{cribe,according tothe degree of their offence and ſcan- 
dall given. 

VI. That none of the forefaid Perſons be admitted, 
or received as Elders in any Judicatories of;the Kirk, bur 


according to the Ac of the General Aſſembly of the 
A 3 _"_ 
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' And becauſe many have heretofore made ſhew and 
profeſsion of their Repentance, who were. not indeed 
convinced of: their guiltineffe, nor humbled for the 
ſame, but did thereatrer retutn with the dog to the vo- 
mir,and with the ſow tothe puddle, unto the mocking 
of God, and the exceeding great reproach and detri. 
mencot: his Cauſe : Therefore, for the better determi. 
ningthe Truth and ſincerity of the Repentance of thoſe 
who defire to be admitted co the Covenant and Com- 
miunton ; Ir is appointed and Ordained that none of 
thoſe perſons who are debarred fram the Covenant and 
_ Communion ſhall be admitted and received therero, bur 
" ſTuchas after exact tryal, ſhall be found for ſome compe- 
tent time before or afcer the'offer of their Repentance, 
according ©o the diſcretion wo reſpe&ive Judicato- 
ries,tohave in their ordinaryconverſations given realTe- 
ſtimonie of their diſlike of the late unlawtull Engage- 
mem, andof the courſes and wayes of Malignants, and 
of their ſorrow for thetr acceſsion to the ſame, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly ; and if any ſhall 
be found, who after the defeating of che Engagers.have 
uttered any Malignant ſpeeches, tending to the approe- 
bation of the late unlawfull Engagement, or the blood- 
ſhed within the Kingdom for promoving of the ends of 
the ſaid Engagement, orany other projets or practiſes 
within or without the Kingdom, prejudicallto Religion 
and the Covenant,or tending co the reproach of-rhe Mi- 
niſtry,or the civil Government of theKingdom,Or who 
have unneceflarily or ordinarily converſed with Malig- 
nants and diſafletted perſons, Or who have had hand in, 
or acceſsion to, or compliance with, or have any wayes 
COun- 
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counenanced or promoved any Malignant Deſign, prejudicial 
co Religion and the Covenant, Thar thele, notwithitandin 
their profeision of Repentance be not ſuddenly zeceived, 
but a c tent time, accordingto the diſcretion of the Ju- 
dicacory, beaſhigned to them for tryall of the evidence of 
their Repenrance , according £0 the qualifications above- 


' mentioned. And the Generall Aſſembly Ordains Presbyre- 


ries to make intimation of this Act inthe ſeverall Kirks of 
their bounds ſo ſoon as they can, after the rijiag of the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly , that none pretend ignorance; And that 
Presbyreries make accompt of their diligence in proſecuting 
of this Attothe Quarterly mcetings of the-Commilsion of 
this Aﬀembly. | | 
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The 


The Declaration and Alknowledgement beforementioned. 
| | after due conſideration of 


the late Engagement in War againſt the Kingdom of Zag. 
' land, Andhavingalſo confidered the courle purſued and pro- 
 * . moted by the Earl of Lanerk, George Monro and their Adhe- 
rents in and about Stirltz,and by others in the late Rebellion 
in the North,againſt all which notonly eminent Teſtimonies 
of Gods Wrath have been given in defeating of them, bur 
they were in chemſelves finfull breaches of Covenant, and 
preferring the intereſt of man unto God, I do herefore in 
Gods fight profeſs, that I am convinced of the unlawfulneſs 
of allcheſe ways,as contrary to the Word of God, and to the 
Solemn League and Covenant,not only in regard of the miſ- 
carriages of theſe that were imployed therein, but allo in re-: 
ſpe of the nature of theſecourſes themſelves; And there- 
fore profeſling my unfained ſorrow for my guiltinels by my 
acceſsjon tothe ſame,do renounce and diſclaim the foreſaid 
Engagement and all che courſes that were uſed for carrying 
- onthe ſame, cirher before or after the defeat of cheEngagers, 
as contrary to the Word of G O D and Solemne 
League and Covenant, and deſtructive to Religion and 
the work of Reformation ; And I do promiſe in the pa- 
wer of the Lords ſtrength, never again to own any of thele 
or the like courſes : And if hereafter at any time, [ ſhall be 
- found to promote any Malignant Deſigne or courſe, that I 
ſhall juſtly be accompred a perfidious Covenant-breaker and 
deſpiſer of the Oath of God,and be proceeded againſt with 
che higheſt Cenſures of the Kitk: Likeas,I do hereby promiſe 
to adheretothe Natjonal Covenant of this Kingdom,and to _ 
the Solemn League and Covenant betwixt the Kingdoms, 
and to be honeſt 8: zealous tor promoving all the ends there- 
of, as I ſhall be called thereunto of God, and to flee all occa- 
fions and temptations that may lead me into any the like 


ſnares againſt the ſame. Subſcribed ar the 
day of FINIS, 


